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40,  HALFMOON  STREET, 
^ebmary-^th,  1820. 


I TAKE  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you,  as  a Member  of  the  Grand  Committee  of  the 
Governors  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  the  following  statement : — It  is  my  intention,  upon  the  first  oppor- 
tunity which  offers,  to  bring  the  subject  regularly  before  the  Committee ; in  the  mean  time  I am  desirous 
of  putting  you  in  possession  of  certain  facts,  by  which  you  may  be  enabled,  I trust,  to  form  some  judg- 
ment of  the  merits  of  the  case. 

In  the  first  place  I beg  to  submit  to  your  perusal,  the  copy  of  a letter  which  I addressed  to  the 
Committee,  in  November  1815. 


Gentlemen, 


THE  object  of  my  thus  calling  your  attention,  is  to  state,  that  it  has  long  been  my 
wish,  and  is  my  present  intention  to  give  a Course  of  Medical  Lectures  at  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  if  1 
should  be  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  your  sanction  to  have  the  use,  either  of  the  Theatre,  or  any  other 
part  of  the  Hospital,  you  may  think  most  proper  for  that  purpose. 

My  requesting  a permission,  so  conformable  to  the  practice  of  every  other  Hospital,  appears  to  me 
so  reasonable,  that,  except  for  the  abruptness  of  the  conclusion,  I feel  I might  almost  here  leave  the 
business  in  your  hands.  However,  as  I have  made  my  wishes  known  to  the  Treasurer,  and  have  not  been 
successful  in  obtaining  his  approbation,  it  becomes  necessary  to  enter  a little  further  on  the  subject. 

It  is  well  known  that  my  late  very  learned  Preceptor,  Dr.  Fordyce,  gave  Lectures  for  many  years. 
Dr.  Wells  had  often  declared,  that  when  Dr.  Fordyce  should  relinquish  them,  he  would  himself  give 
Lectures,  and  accordingly,  upon  the  decease  of  Dr.  Fordyce,  signified  his  intention  to  the  Treasurer, 
which  was  very  favourably  received";  after  a short  interval  however  some  obstacles  were  started  by  the 
latter,  in  consequence  of  which  Dr.  Wells  provided  himself  with  a Lecture  Room,  out  of  the  Hospital, 
and  published  Proposals  for  a Course  of  Lectures,  and  we  have  to  regret,  that  ill  health  prevented  him 
from  prosecuting  his  purpose.  I then  applied  to  the  Treasurer,  really  thinking  that  all  difficulties  might 
easily  be  removed,  but  met  with  an  absolute  refusal  to  permit  me  to  use  any  part  of  the  Hospital  as  a 
Lecture  Room.  Within  these  few  days  I have  renewed  the  application,  and  with  the  same  result. 

The  objections,  which  have  been  offered,  are,  first,  that  Dr.  Fordyce  lectured  only  at  his  own  house, 
implying  that  he  would  not  have  been,  or  absolutely  was  not,  permitted  to  lecture  at  the  Hospital : my 
reply  is,  Dr.  Fordyce  actually  did  for  some  time  give  Clinical  Lectures  in,  what  is  called,  the  Doctor’s 
Room, — that  he  never  conceived  any  obstacle  stood  in  his  way  to  continue  so  to  lecture,  and  that  his 
lecturing  at  his  own  house  was  solely  to  suit  his  own  convenience.  Again,  it  has  been  said,  that 
Dr.  Fordyce  and  Dr.  Saunders  entered  into  an  agreement,  that  the  former  should  not  lecture  at 
St.  Thomas’s ; So  far  from  this  being  the  case,  Dr.  Fordyce  uniformly,  and  unequivocally  denied  the 
fact,  and  such  agreement,  if  it  had  existed,  could  be  binding  only  between  the  two  parties. 

Connected  with  this  is  the  second  objection,  viz.  that  there  is  a division  of  Lectures  between  the  two 
Hospitals,  the  Medical  Lectures  being  at  Guy’s,  and  the  Anatomical  at  St.  Thomas’s.  It  is  easy  to  reply 
to  this,  that  Mr.  Cooper  divides  the  latter  Lectures  with  Mr.  Cline,  and  that  supposing  such  an  arrange- 
ment satisfactory  to  the  Physicians  of  the  one,  and  the  Surgeons  of  the  other  Hospital,  yet,  vice  versa, 
it  presents  a perpetual  Bar  to  the  other  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  In  truth  the  existence  of  any  arrange- 
ment has  as  little  foundation  in  fact,  as  it  has  in  justice.  Nor  does  the  injustice  stop  here.  A Gentleman, 
Mr.  Allen,  wholly  unconnected  with  either  Hospital,  is  associated  in  the  Chemical  Lectures.  It  is  no 
answer  to  plead  the  qualifications  which  he  possesses ; I am  most  ready  to  acknowledge  them,  at  the 
same  time,  I should  hope  every  well  educated  Physician  was  so  grounded  in  the  Principles  of  Chemistry, 


as  to  be  able,  without  difficulty,  to  acquire  the  Practical  Part ; and  therefore  to  justify  the  admission  of 
a Stranger,  it  should  be  shewn,  that  overtures  were  made  to  the  Physicians  of  St.  Thomas’s,  and  that 
they  were  found  either  unwilling,  or  incompetent. 

Thirdly,  I was  told  that  my  lecturing  would  interfere  with  the  Lectures  at  Guy’s  Hospital,  in  other 
words,  that  I was  not  to  make  the  fair  use  of  my  Experience  and  Abilities,  because  it  might  detract  from 
the  profits  of  the  Lecturers  at  Guy’s  Hospital.  I would  ask,  by  what  prescriptive  right  Guy’s  Hospital  can 
possibly  claim  such  a privilege;  that  the  Physicians  themselves  do  not,  I am  confident.  As  well  might 
the  Treasurer  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital  say  to  his  Physicians,  “ You  must  not  give  Lectures  here, 
they  will  interfere  with  those  of  some  other  Hospital;”  for  unquestionably,  if  none  were  given  at 
St.  Bartholomew’s,  the  Pupils  would  seek  them  elsewhere. 

It  has  been  objected  also,  that  such  a measure  would  interrupt  the  harmony  between  the  two  Hospitals. 
If  I thought  such  a consequence  could  reasonably  be  expected,  I would  be  the  last  person  to  agitate  the 
question.  But  let  us  consider, — this  harmony  is  then  to  be  disturbed,  because  the  Physicians  of 
St.  Thomas’s  ask  for  equal  Privileges  with  those  which  the  Physicians  of  every  other  Hospital  enjoy : and, 
it  is  to  be  preserved  only  by  relinquishing  these  privileges  for  ever.  Surely  this  is  not  the  harmony  of 
equality,  but  of  submission. 

If  the  Lectures  were  under  the  direction  of  the  Governors  of  the  two  Hospitals,  and  they  sought  such 
of  the  Medical  Officers,  as  in  their  Opinion  were  best  qualified,  either  by  length  of  Services,  or  Talents, 

I would  not  complain,  I should  know  how  to  recommend  myself  to  their  notice.  But  when,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  arrangements  respecting  them  are  altogether  of  a private  nature;* — When  the  Duties  of  the 
Physicians  of  the  respective  Hospitals  are  so  distinct,  as  not  even  necessarily  to  make  us  personally 
acquainted,  can  it  be  wondered  that  a succession  is  looked  for  at  their  own  Hospital,  and  consequently 
the  Physicians  of  St.  Thomas’s  for  ever  excluded.  All  I protest  against  is,  any  exclusive  privilege  on 
the  one  hand,  or  total  unqualified  exclusion  on  the  other. 

My  request,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  is,  that  you  will  permit  me  the  use  of  some  part  of  the  Hospital 
as  a Lecture  Room ; or,  should  any  doubts  arise,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  call  a Special  Com- 
mittee to  take  this  Letter  into  consideration,  in  order  that  the  subject  may  undergo  a serious  and 
deliberate  discussion. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient, 

Very  humble  Servant, 

40,  Half  moon  Street,  GEORGE  GILBERT  CURREY. 

November  Itli,  1815. 

When  the  above  letter  was  read  in  the  Committee,  the  request,  I there  made,  was  objected  to  upon 
the  grounds,  that  no  exclusive  privilege  was  claimed that  the  succession  to  a participation  in  the 
Lectures  was  as  open  to  me  as  to  any  other  Physician  belonging  to  the  two  establishments: — that  there 
existed  at  that  time  no  vacancy,  but  should  any  such  occur,  I might  fairly,  ceeteris  paribus,  look  forward  to 
supply  it.  In  confirmation  of  the  above,  it  was  further  argued  (though  unquestionably  without  just 
grounds)  that,  had  Dr.  Lister  continued  to  lecture,  he,  as  Physician  to  St.  Thomas’s,  would  have  held  the 
situation  of  a Lecturer  at  Guy’s  Hospital. 

It  was  in  deference,  I presume,  to  such  arguments  that  the  following  answer  to  my  letter  was  ordered 
by  the  Committee. 


* Dr.  Lister  gave  the  late  Dr.  Saunders  a sum  of  money  to  be  permitted  to  participate  in  the  Lectures,  before  he  was  elected 
Assistant  Physician  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  and  consequently  when  he  w as  unconnected  with  either  Hospital.  For  some  reason  he  did 
not  continue  to  lecture,  and  an  arbitration  took  place  in  order  to  determine  w hat  part  should  be  returned  to  him— the  whole  was  awarded. 


ST.  THOMAS’S  HOSPITAL, 
9 th  Nov.  1815. 


SIR, 

I AM  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  at  a meeting  of  the  Grand  Committee  of  the 
Governors  of  this  Hospital  held  here  yesterday,  your  letter  addressed  to  the  Committee,  dated  the 
7th  instant,  was  read  and  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  Committee  came  to  the  following  resolution 
thereon,  viz : — 


u Resolved, 


That  it  is  not  deemed  expedient 
the  arrangement  of  the  lectures.” 


at  present  that  any  alteration  should  be  made  in 

I am,  Sir,  respectfully, 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 


J.  WAINEWRIGHT, 

Clerk. 

My  application  having  thus  failed,  I hired  a room  in  Maze  Pond,  and,  in  October  1816,  commenced 
a Course  of  Lectures,  in  which  I am  still  engaged,  not  however  till  I had  apprized  the  Physicians  of 
Guy’s  Hospital  (many  months  before)  of  my  intention. 

Since  this  time,  several  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  respecting  the  Lectures,  but 
as  they  had  not  any  immediate  reference  to  the  subject  which  I had  adopted,  I was  silent.  In  consequence, 
however,  of  the  illness  and  subsequent  death  of  Dr.  James  Curry,  I conceived  it  my  duty  to  make  an  offer 
of  my  services,  if,  as  there  could  be  little  doubt,  any  assistance  might  be  required.  I therefore,  with  the 
approbation  and  with  a letter  of  introduction  from  the  Treasurer  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  waited  upon 
the  Treasurer  of  Guy’s,  and,  having  stated  to  him  the  object  I had  in  view,  I left  it  for  his  consideration. 
As  many  weeks  elapsed  without  my  being  favored  with  any  communication,  I again  solicited  an  interview, 
when  I found  the  door  completely  shut  against  me,  and  all  expectation  at  an  end I found  that  one  of 
the  Physicians  of  Guy’s  Hospital,  elected  only  last  summer,  was  already  associated  in  the  Lectures. 

But  what  I particularly  wish,  Sir,  to  call  your  attention  to  is  this,  that  my  claims  are  now  opposed, 
contrary  I may  say  to  the  faith  given  to  the  Committee  in  1815,  upon  the  old  principle,  which  I then 
combatted,  and  which  was  abandoned,  viz.  that  the  Medical  Lectures  are  attached  to  Guy’s  Hospital,  and 
that  a preference  will  always  be  given  to  the  Physicians  of  that  establishment ; — in  short  the  system  of 
exclusion  is  again  acted  upon. 

Upon  these  grounds  I once  more  appeal  to  you,  Sir,  as  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  of 
St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  and  respectfully  submit  to  your  consideration,  whether  it  is  fair  that  the  Physicians 
of  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  should  be  denied  the  privilege,  enjoyed  by  every  other,— -of  giving  Lectures  at 
their  own  Hospital. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

SIR, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
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